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NOAA Gulf of Mexico News
 

Sabine-Neches PORTS Confirms Extremely Low Tides 
 
Early last week, extremely low tides were reported in Sabine, TX, causing several ship groundings and 
restrictions for vessels entering the port.  A representative from the U.S. Coast Guard noted that pilots in 
Sabine actually held some ships offshore due to the low tides, which were confirmed by the new Physical 
Oceanographic Real-Time System (PORTS®). Strong westerly winds appear to be the cause of the low 
tides.  Effects from this weather event were seen from south Texas to Mississippi. Water levels returned 
to normal later in the week.   
In January, data from the Sabine-Neches PORTS® assisted the U.S. Coast Guard with their efforts to 
determine the reopening of the Sabine-Neches Waterway after two vessels collided, spilling an estimated 
450,000 gallons of oil. These are two examples of how the new Sabine-Neches PORTS® provided ship 
masters, pilots, and other users with accurate real-time information required for safe vessel loading and 
transit, to avoid groundings and collisions, and to assist with hazardous spill response. For more 
information, contact Darren Wright. 
 

Climate Change Exhibit, Real-time Solar Energy Monitoring Web Site 
Launched in Florida Keys 
 
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (FKNMS) recently unveiled a new exhibit dedicated to 
climate change and renewable energy in its Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center in Key West, FL. The 
exhibit kiosk includes access to a new Web site displaying real-time energy generated by the more than 
200 photovoltatic (PV) panels on the center’s roof, as well as the carbon offsets of the energy generated. 
The thin, flexible panels, which use “peel and stick” technology, are able to provide up to 30 percent of 
the visitor center’s power and are the first of their kind employed at a NOAA facility. The PV panel 
installation was made possible through a partnership with the Florida Municipal Power Agency and Keys 
Energy Services. The exhibit focuses on the potential impacts of climate change on Florida Keys marine 
life and corals and provides actions individuals can take to lower their carbon footprints. Since its opening 
in January 2007, the Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center has welcomed more than 100,000 visitors. The 
addition of this solar technology further demonstrates NOAA’s commitment to resource conservation and 
provides visitors a firsthand look at steps they can take to increase energy efficiency in their own homes 
and businesses. By applying and demonstrating new technology, the FKNMS hopes to inspire others to 
save energy and help to preserve natural resources, reduce pollution, and enhance energy independence. 
For more information, contact Sean Morton. 
 

Entire Gulf Coast Now StormSmart 
http://stormsmartcoasts.org/  
  
With the recent addition of Florida to the StormSmart Coasts Network, the entire Gulf Coast is now 
represented. Supported by the NOAA Coastal Services Center and the Gulf of Mexico Alliance, 
StormSmart Coasts is a web resource dedicated to helping decision makers in coastal communities 
address the challenges of storms, flooding, sea level rise, and climate change. Each state’s site features 
recent news and five main sections: Before the Storm, During the Storm, After the Storm, Funding, and 

February 2009  
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Your Community (which allows local communities to create their own sites). A monthly newsletter and 
social media updates are also available.  
  

Sea Grant Law Program Examines Takings in Coastal Louisiana 
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/SGLPJ/Vol2No2/jones.pdf  
  
“Hanging in the Coastal Balance: How Do Coastal Communities Choose Between Economic Growth and 
Protecting Their Citizens?” (11 pp.), in the Winter 2009/2010 “Sea Grant Law and Policy Journal,” 
examines the takings issue in a coastal Louisiana parish. The research in the article originally appeared in 
a memorandum of law prepared for a citizens’ group by the Louisiana Sea Grant Law and Policy Program. 
The article concludes that, in the case discussed, “preventing development due to fear of potential 
flooding would likely fall within the parish government’s police powers and not require just 
compensation to the property owners under either the federal or state takings doctrine.”  
 

NOAA Provides Keynote Presentations at International Conference on 
Sea Level Rise 
 
In March, Jack Dunnigan, Senior NOAA Policy Advisor, gave a keynote address at the International 
Conference on Sea Level Rise in the Gulf of Mexico, in Corpus Christi, TX.  Mr. Dunnigan’s 
presentation, entitled “NOAA’s Role in Helping Coastal Communities Address the Impacts of Sea-level 
Rise,” focused on how NOS programs are working to support sustainable coastal communities and 
economies.  Margaret Davidson, Director of the NOAA Coastal Services Center, also gave a luncheon 
keynote titled, “Today’s Flood is Tomorrow’s High Tide. Are You Ready?”  The meeting, sponsored by 
the Harte Research Institute, also included a number of other presentations by NOS scientists and 
technical experts.  For more information, contact Rick Schwabacher or Nell Codner. 
 
 
 

Other NOAA News
 

New NOAA Web Site Emphasizes Broader Impacts of Sea Ice Loss 
More than local problem, Arctic’s future affects weather, climate elsewhere 
 
March 16, 2010 
 
Melting sea ice may sound like a regional or local problem, but NOAA’s new Arctic Future Web site 
shows that changes in the Arctic can also influence weather in the mid-latitudes, where a large part of the 
global human population lives. These research efforts are part of the climate services that NOAA provides 
to businesses, communities and governments so they may make informed decisions to safeguard their 
social and economic well-being.  
 
Aimed at everyone from students to researchers, the site brings together easy-to-understand cause-and-
effect-graphics with links to the scientific literature that backs up the statements. It can be accessed at: 
http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/future.  

http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/SGLPJ/Vol2No2/jones.pdf�
mailto:Rick.Schwabacher@noaa.gov�
mailto:Nell.Codner@noaa.gov�
http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/future�
http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/future�
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Among the site’s features: 

• Explanation of global weather and climate impacts from loss of summer sea ice  
• Exploration of key Arctic science and policy issues  
• Satellite measurements of Arctic sea ice loss  
• Frequently asked questions about the Arctic  

“Pulling this information together on one Web site is a way to highlight the continuing loss of Arctic sea 
ice in summer and its broader implications for climate,” said James Overland, a NOAA oceanographer at 
NOAA’s Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory whose work appears on the new site. “For example, 
climate models show that changes in the Arctic can impact weather in the mid-latitudes including the 
United States, Europe and Asia.” 
 
NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the 
surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine resources.  
 

NOS Announces FY2010 CELCP Projects 
 
Assistant Administrator for NOAA Oceans and Coasts David Kennedy, selecting official for the 
Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP), has approved the FY 2010 projects 
that will be funded through CELCP and the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), pending 
review and approval of final grant applications.  Project applicants are being notified of these 
selections. NOAA maintains a contingency list in the event a selected project falls through or 
additional funds become available. One of the FY10 projects selected to receive funding through 
the GLRI, Michigan’s Bete Grise Wetlands project, was publicized last week in a press release 
from the office of Senator Carl Levin.  
 
Selected to submit final grant applications for FY 2010 funding through CELCP were: Lapakahi 
Marine Life Conservation District Acquisition, North Kohala, HI; Kiket Island Addition, 
WA,  Phase II;  Ayers Creek, MD, Holly Grove Swamp Phase II;  Nemadji River,WI; 
Tognazzini Property, CA,  Paradise Beach; Rookery Bay NERR, FL, Keewaydin; Saugatuck 
Harbor MI, Natural Area Acquisition; San Miguel Natural Reserve, PR,Phase II; Cat Island, MS; 
Altamaha River, GA Rayonier Tract, Phase II. 
 
Selected to submit final grant applications for funding through GLRI were: Bete Grise, MI, 
Wetlands Acquisition; Houghton Falls, WI; Kelley’s Island, OH, Monagan Road Preserve; 
Mashek Creek Acquisition, WI; Lake Erie Bluff Preservation Project, OH. 
Contact:  Elaine.Vaudreuil@noaa.gov  
 
  

mailto:Elaine.Vaudreuil@noaa.gov�
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NOAA Takes Steps to Assure Fair and Effective Enforcement, Protect 
Resources 
Move comes in response to Inspector General Review 
 
March 18, 2010 
 
NOAA Administrator Dr. Jane Lubchenco today outlined specific steps the agency has taken and will 
take to assure that NOAA has an effective and fair enforcement program to protect fisheries and other 
marine resources that sustain the jobs and economic vibrancy of America’s coastal communities, in 
response to a January review of the Commerce Department Inspector General.  
 
The review of NOAA’s law enforcement program was requested by Dr. Lubchenco soon after she was 
named to head NOAA in 2009. 
 
“We said in February we would take action, and that’s exactly what we’ve done," said Dr. Lubchenco. 
“The steps we’ve taken, along with those we’ll implement as we move forward, will go a long way 
toward protecting our nation’s marine resources through the enforcement of fair, well understood, and 
effective regulations.” 
 
NOAA’s law enforcement program is made up of more than 200 agents and attorneys responsible for 
ensuring compliance with more than 35 statutes designed to conserve and protect our nation’s marine 
resources and their habitat. The program has jurisdiction over three million square miles of open ocean, 
more than 85,000 miles of U.S. coastline, the nation’s 13 national marine sanctuaries, and its marine 
national monuments. Fair and effective enforcement to protect fish stocks, marine mammals and the 
marine environment is essential to strong coastal communities with sustainable economies. 
 
The report details several actions already taken by NOAA, including: 

• Transferring oversight of the Asset Forfeiture Fund, which holds fines imposed by NOAA, from 
NOAA’s Fisheries Service to the NOAA comptroller.  

• Freezing the hiring of criminal investigators until a work force analysis is completed and 
approved by Dr. Lubchenco that will address the appropriate mix of criminal investigators and 
civil enforcement officers.  

• Requiring high-level review of all proposed charges for alleged violations and of all settlements 
by the general counsel.  

Filing a rule today to place the burden of justifying a particular civil penalty or permit sanction on NOAA 
rather than the respondent in cases before administrative law judges.  
 
The report also outlines a number of specific actions that the agency intends to take, including: 

• Developing a new penalty policy, including a revision of the penalty and permit sanction 
schedules.  

• Reviewing and revising NOAA law enforcement and general counsel operations manuals.  
• Developing a communications plan to provide greater outreach to fishermen and fishing 

communities, and other fisheries stakeholders.  

“Under my leadership, I am confident these measures will produce a more effective enforcement system 
to protect our nation’s marine resources for all of us who rely on the many benefits of a healthy marine 
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environment,” said Dr. Lubchenco. “I encourage commercial and recreational fishermen and others who 
rely on healthy marine resources to work with us to achieve this goal.” 
 
Dr. Lubchenco’s report to the Inspector General is available online. The report’s appendices are available 
online. 
 

NOAA’s Coastal Services Center and National Weather Service 
Improve Flood Warning Maps  
 
A three-day workshop in Charleston, SC, focused on improving the quality and accuracy of flood 
warning inundation maps. A rigorous quality control process was developed by the NOAA 
agencies and a host of federal and local partners (including the U.S. National Weather Service 
Hydrologic Services Program, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, and various river basin commissions) worked to develop the 
maps. Flood forecast maps are currently available online for 47 locations in four states on the 
NOAA Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service Web site. More locations in other states will be 
available soon. Flood forecast inundation maps provide emergency officials and evacuation 
planners with visualizations of predicted flooding of roadways, bridges, and other critical 
infrastructure to enable faster and more accurate decision making. For more information, contact 
Jodie Sprayberry. 
 

NOAA Report: Progress is Being Made to Rebuild and Sustain 
Fisheries and Ocean Ecosystems  
March 22, 2010 

 
A new NOAA report shows that the last decade has been a 
period of progress in rebuilding depleted fish stocks, sustaining 
many fisheries populations, and gaining a better understanding of 
the complex relationships between marine species and their 
habitats.  
 
The report cites the Alaskan groundfish fisheries—walleye 
pollock, Pacific cod, rockfishes and Atka mackerel—as a prime 
example of how managers and fishermen are working together to 
keep fish harvest rates at sustainable levels while reducing risks 
to other species in the ecosystem, including marine mammals, 
juvenile fish and other fish species not being targeted. 
 
These findings are one of a number of highlights from the 
nation’s coastal communities that are described in the newly 
released NOAA report Our Living Oceans: Report on the Status 
of U.S. Living Marine Resources. 
 
The report also describes how closed areas and other 

management of fishing areas—called place-based management—are helping to restore ecosystems. By 
closing several areas in the Northeast off New England, depleted groundfish stocks are being rebuilt while 

 
Our Living Oceans: Report on the 
Status of U.S. Living Marine 
Resources. 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/PDFs/Response_IGReport.pdf�
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/PDFs/IGReport_Appendices1-15.pdf�
http://www.weather.gov/ahps/inundation.php�
mailto:Jodie.Sprayberry@noaa.gov�
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
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allowing some sustainable fishing for rebuilt populations of sea scallops. The West Coast is in the 
forefront of using place-based management through a network of marine conservation areas that have 
been established to protect habitat and assist in the rebuilding of depleted groundfish populations. 
 
“Our Living Oceans describes the successes in rebuilding some depleted fish stocks and restoring and 
protecting our ocean ecosystems,” said Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans 
and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. “It also outlines the challenges we face and measures we are 
taking to end overfishing and restore the healthy and resilient ecosystems that sustain the lives and 
livelihoods of people in the nation’s coastal communities.” 
 
The report describes the increasing use of catch share programs to manage fisheries supporting coastal 
communities. The report describes one example of an effective catch share program. Now nearly 15 years 
old, the program for halibut in Alaska has extended the season from less than a week to eight months, 
helped raise the value and quality of the catch in the marketplace, improved fishermen’s safety and 
reduced unintended bycatch of juvenile halibut and other species. 
 
While the report details much progress, it also outlines significant challenges, including ending 
overfishing for about 20 percent of U.S. stocks where overfishing persists. 
 
The Northeast continues to have the largest number of overfished stocks of any region, despite significant 
progress with some stocks due to fishing restrictions. Other areas of concern include the low populations 
of reef fishes— which grow slowly and reproduce late—in the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, where 
fishing has increased as human populations have grown.  
 
The report also outlines the status of many marine mammals and sea turtles. Recent stock assessments in 
Alaska show continued increases for bowhead, gray whales and North Pacific humpback whales. 
However, the stocks of northern fur seals have been decreasing and the Cook Inlet beluga whale has been 
classified as endangered.  
 
This sixth edition of Our Living Oceans, is now available online at 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html, and will be available in printed copies soon from the 
NOAA’s Fisheries Service Office of Science and Technology.  
 
NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the 
surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine resources.  
 

NOAA Launches Interactive Marine Protected Areas Mapping Tool  
March 30, 2010 
 
NOAA’s National Marine Protected Areas Center has created a new interactive online mapping tool that, 
for the first time, allows users to view boundaries and access data for more than a thousand marine 
protected areas (MPAs) in the United States.  
 
“Our staff gets calls from people who want to know more about the management of their local waters. 
This new mapping tool provides a snapshot of what activities are allowed and how people can get more 
information about MPAs,” said Joseph Uravitch, director of NOAA’s MPA Center. “The site brings 
together information from dozens of management agencies creating an efficient one-stop resource.”   
MPAs are conservation areas that include the marine environment, such as some National Parks and 
National Wildlife Refuges, National Marine Sanctuaries and similar areas managed by state, local and 

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/LivingOceans.html�
http://www.mpa.gov/�
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tribal governments. The mapping tool allows users to view all the MPAs in a specific location or across 
an entire region, as well as search for specific attributes, including conservation purpose, managing 
agency and level of protection, among others.  
 
“MPAs are an important tool in conserving our ocean and coastal resources which are vital to our nation’s 
environmental health and economy,” said David M. Kennedy, acting assistant administrator for NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service.  
 
Data for the mapping tool comes from the newly updated MPA Inventory, a comprehensive database on 
existing U.S. MPAs. Originally launched in June 2008, the inventory contains a range of information on 
each of the 1,637 protected areas established or managed by federal, state, or territorial agencies or 
programs. Data was collected from most management agencies and programs and is current as of January 
2010.  The mapping tool can be accessed at www.mpa.gov/mpaviewer.  
 
Today’s launch of the MPA mapping tool is part of a broader update of the MPA Center’s Web site, the 
leading source for information about U.S. MPAs. Comprehensive information on ocean uses for the entire 
California coast is also available on the Web site through the Ocean Uses Atlas. This data was collected 
through a series of workshops that brought together resource managers, stakeholders and scientists to map 
patterns of human uses of the ocean in California.   
 
The Ocean Uses Atlas project is an innovative public-private partnership between NOAA’s National 
Marine Protected Areas Center, the Marine Conservation Biology Institute, the Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation and the Resources Legacy Fund, and fills a critical information gap in ocean management. 
Atlas data maps are available at http://www.mpa.gov/atlas. 
 

CZMA Climate Change and Coastal Hazards E-News Update #12 
Released 
  
Issue 12 of the CZMA Climate Change and Coastal Hazards E-News Update is now available 
online. The update includes the following items: 
  
NOAA UPDATES 
- New NOAA Project Seeks Input on Climate Change in Your Backyard 
- Online Library Offers Climate Change Resources for Pacific Islands 
- NOAA Launches State of the Coast Web Site 
- National Weather Service to Use New Hurricane Wind Scale 
- NOAA Designates First Tsunami Awareness Week 
- New Sea Grant Initiative Helps Coastal Communities Adapt to Climate Change 
- CSC Releases Risk Communication Job Aid 
- New Lidar Data and High Resolution Land Cover Data Added to Digital Coast 
  
OTHER FEDERAL UPDATES 
- EPA Requests Letters of Interest for Smart Growth Implementation Assistance 
- Interagency Working Group Releases Roadmap for Restoring Ecosystem Resiliency and 
Sustainability in the Gulf 
- Progress Report for Climate Change Adaptation Task Force Open for Comment 
- DOI Establishes First Regional Climate Science Center 

http://www.mpa.gov/dataanalysis/mpainventory�
http://www.mpa.gov/mpaviewer�
http://www.mpa.gov/atlas�
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/news/docs/climatenews12.pdf�
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- NASA Takes Climate Message to Kids 
  
ADDITIONAL UPDATES 
- Louisiana Funds Resiliency Projects in Coastal Parishes 
- Maryland Offers Communities Assistance to Address Coastal Hazards and Climate Change 
- Hawaii Releases Framework for Climate Change Adaptation 
- Entire Gulf Coast Now StormSmart 
- Sea Grant Law Program Examines Takings in Coastal Louisiana 
- New IBHS Program Aims to Fortify Existing Homes 
- Report Examines Potential Economic Implications of Climate Change 
  
CONFERENCES, TRAININGS, EVENTS 
- Association of State Floodplain Managers 34th Annual National Conference 
- Challenges of Natural Resource Economics and Policy 
 
About the CZMA Climate Change and Coastal Hazards E-News Update 
The Coastal Programs Division of NOAA’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 
distributes the CZMA Climate Change and Coastal Hazards E-News Update to keep state and 
territory coastal program managers and climate change/coastal hazards staff informed about 
climate change (as it pertains to coastal hazards) and coastal hazards activities. Messages for the 
entire subscriber base may be sent to ocrm.czmhazards@noaa.gov . If you do not wish to receive 
future updates, or you would like to add someone to the list, please e-mail 
christa.rabenold@noaa.gov. To read this and previous issues, visit online at 
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/news/climatenewsletter.html. 
 

NOAA Launches State of the Coast Web Site 
http://stateofthecoast.noaa.gov/  
  
In March, NOAA’s National Ocean Service launched its State of the Coast web site. The site is a 
source for quick facts and more detailed statistics offered through 14 interactive indicator 
visualizations presented across four themes: Communities, Economy, Ecology, and Climate. 
Collectively, this information highlights connections among a healthy coastal ecosystem, a 
robust U.S. economy, a safe population, and a sustainable quality of life for coastal residents. 
Visitors can investigate changes in coastal population from 1970 to 2040; explore the impact 
coastal areas have on the U.S. economy; survey the overall health of the U.S. coast; and explore 
the vulnerability of our coasts to long-term sea level rise.  
 

National Lab Day: ‘A National Barn-Raising for Hands-On Learning’ 
Do you want to help put real-world science in students’ hands? Would you like to help cultivate the next 
generation of scientists? 
 
May 5 marks the celebration of National Lab Day, a nationwide effort to place science professionals in 
classrooms, school labs and related field outings all year long. The NLD program offers students rare 
opportunities to participate in a variety of practical, hands-on scientific research.   
 

mailto:ocrm.czmhazards@noaa.gov�
mailto:christa.rabenold@noaa.gov�
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/news/climatenewsletter.html�
http://stateofthecoast.noaa.gov/�
http://www.nationallabday.org/about�
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Teachers across the country are seeking scientists and non-scientists alike to help with school science 
projects of all kinds. For example: 

• A school ecology club in Virginia needs assistance building an outdoor classroom with a weather 
station, habitats and water monitoring stations;   

• A New York school is seeking a marine biologist to work on a coral reef project that helps 
students understand the threats to reefs and the latest conservation efforts; and 

• A school in Oregon is seeking a fisheries biologist to help them with a salmon rearing and 
watershed health project.     

 
NLD is more than just a day — it’s a journey of discovery that can lead students to places they’ve never 
imagined. If you’re interested in volunteering and have received approval from your supervisor, you can 
search for a project matched to your interests and register online at the NLD Web site: 
www.nationallabday.org. You can also learn more about NLD by visiting the NOAA Office of 
Education’s Web site.   
 

Obama Administration Officials Release Progress Report on Work of 
Climate Change Adaptation Task Force 
 
On March 16, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) released an interim 
progress report of the Interagency Climate Change Adaptation Task Force.  The report outlines the Task 
Force’s progress to date and recommends key components to include in a national strategy on climate 
change adaptation.   The components include: integration of science into adaptation decisions and policy; 
communications and capacity building; coordination and collaboration; prioritization; a flexible 
framework for Agencies; and evaluation.   
  
“The Administration believes we must prepare for the inevitable effects of climate change,” said Nancy 
Sutley, Chair of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. “We know that climate-related 
changes are already observed in the United States.  The Federal Government must adapt and improve 
resilience to minimize risk to people, natural places, and key infrastructure.  Adaptation will require 
thoughtful, preventative actions and investments, and demand new approaches and preparation from 
nonprofit, private and government entities.”  To read the report: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceq/initiatives/adaptation.  
 
  

http://www.nationallabday.org/�
http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/edoutreach.html#lab_day�
http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/edoutreach.html#lab_day�
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Countdown to Earth Day is On! 
 
Right now, NOAA is gearing up for an 
exciting week of events that will not just 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of Earth 
Day (April 22, 1970), but also make good on 
our shared goal to advance the health and 
sustainability of our natural world through 
coastal habitat restoration and other 
initiatives taking place from coast to coast. 
 
To preview many NOAA events, check out 
the newly launched Earth Day Web page, 
www.noaa.gov/earthday.  
 
Are you eager to lend a hand, but don’t 
know where to start? You can access a 
number of helpful resources about Earth Day 
simply by visiting 
www.whitehouse.gov/earthday. The Obama 
Administration created the one-stop Web site 
to encourage all Americans to help improve 
the environment. Visit the “Get Involved” 
section to learn how to sign up for Earth Day 
events — including NOAA projects — 
happening near you.  
 
 

In the Gulf States
 

Oyster Gardening Season to Open, Volunteers Welcome 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering with the Mobile Bay Oyster Gardening Program should attend one of 
two upcoming workshops. Program volunteers will grow oysters in cages off their wharves in 
“conditionally open” waters. The oysters grown in the gardens will be planted on reefs.  
 
People who do not have waterfront property can participate in the program by adopting an oyster garden 
for $25. Participants will receive a monthly newsletter and be able to follow their oysters as they grow.  
 
A Baldwin County workshop for volunteers will take place at 10 a.m., Saturday, April 17, at the Alabama 
Gulf Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau (the Welcome Center) in Orange Beach. A Mobile County 
workshop will be held at 10 a.m., Saturday, May 1, at the Auburn University Shellfish Laboratory on 
Dauphin Island. Workshops typically last for one to three hours.  
 
There is no cost for the workshops, but reservations are recommended. Contact Extension Specialist P.J. 
Waters at 251-438-5690 or waterph@aces.edu for more information or to reserve a seat.  
 

http://www.noaa.gov/earthday�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/earthday�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/president-obama-challenges-americans-take-action-improve-environment-honor-40th-ann�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/energy-and-environment/new-foundation/get-involved�
mailto:waterph@aces.edu�
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The program is sponsored by the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program, The Sybil H. Smith Charitable 
Trust, the Organized Seafood Association of Alabama and Wintzell’s Oyster House in cooperation with 
the Alabama Cooperative Extension System and the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium. 
 

Nature Guides Become Tourists for a Day 
Workshop offers wealth of information on path to certification 
 

Bob Shaw has a business brewing.  
 
He recently retired to Dauphin Island, and he 
plans to start sharing the island’s diverse flora 
and fauna through his nature tourism business. 
In order to learn more about local ecosystems, 
the owner of B&B Island Adventures recently 
signed up for the new Coastal Nature Guide 
Certification Program. 
 
As part of the process to become a certified 
nature guide, Shaw attended a daylong 
workshop at the Weeks Bay Reserve 
Educational Interpretive Center in Fairhope, 
Ala., and participated in a day of field 
activities and lectures from scientists, 
resource managers, educators and marine law 
enforcement officers. 

 
“They gave us the pluses and minuses that we need to learn to tell our customers about the fragility of the 
ecosystems of the area and what happens if they become unbalanced,” Shaw said. 
 
The group of 10 nature tour operators who attended the session explored terrestrial and marine 
environments with scientists. They learned how wild dolphins can be hurt if humans feed them or attempt 
to swim with them and how people can affect nesting birds, sea turtles and other species if they do not 
follow a code of ethics while viewing wildlife. 
 
“If we can relay this information to our customers on our trips, maybe the word will get around and help 
the conservation of the area,” Shaw said. 
 
And that’s exactly what Joanne McDonough is hoping for. McDonough is a Nature Tourism Specialist 
with the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium and the Alabama Gulf Coast Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.   
 
“This program is a great opportunity for nature tour operators to understand more about ecosystems and 
set good examples of stewardship in the eyes of the public while building their knowledge base to 
enhance their services for thousands of customers,” McDonough said. 
 
The workshop also served as a networking opportunity for Shaw, who met someone with a bike and 
kayak business. He hopes they can work together in the future.  He also received fact sheets, books, 
brochures, papers and other publications. 
 

 
 
John Dindo, assistant director of the Dauphin Island Sea 
Lab, talks with nature tour operators about local 
ecosystems on Weeks Bay.  
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“I learned a lot of things I never knew,” Shaw said. “The resource materials themselves were probably 
worth 10 times more than the class cost us.” 
 
Longtime dolphin and nature tour operator Bill Mitchell was equally impressed with the information he 
received at the workshop. Mitchell and his wife, Sheryl, own Cetacean Cruises in Orange Beach, Ala. 
 
“We thought it was wonderful,” Bill Mitchell said. “It was a whirlwind of information. It was very 
informative and very pertinent to our area. I didn’t feel at all like it wasted our time.” 
 
The program participants will implement the practices they learned at the workshop while conducting 
their nature tours.  Then, they will request evaluations of their businesses. Once McDonough finds their 
business to be in compliance with the program’s standards and practices, they will become certified and 
allowed to use the Certified Coastal Nature Guide logo. 
 
For more information about the program, contact McDonough at 251-974-4634 or 
jmcdonough@GulfShores.com.  
 

Florida Pays Tribute to the State's Seagrasses 
~Governor Crist proclaims March 2010 as Seagrass Awareness Month~  
 
TALLAHASSEE – The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) helps protect natural 
resources like seagrasses which are an invaluable component of Florida’s coastal waters and are 
considered to be one of the most productive ecosystems in the world. The flowering underwater grasses 
are found in estuaries, lagoons and shallow, open shelves along Florida’s coastline. 
 
“Seagrass habitat provides a variety of functions that contribute to a healthy and viable marine ecosystem,” 
said DEP Secretary Michael W. Sole. “These valuable underwater grasses are one of the many natural 
resources that Floridians and visitors can work together to protect and preserve now and for future 
generations.”  
 
Florida is home to seven species of seagrasses. Recreational divers, snorkelers and fishing enthusiasts 
from around the world visit Florida’s coastal areas to experience the state’s world-class marine resources. 
A single acre of seagrass may support as many as 40,000 fish and more than 70 percent of Florida’s 
recreational and commercial fisheries depend on these underwater gardens for part of their lifespan. 
Healthy seagrasses protect young fish and shellfish, coral reefs and other marine wildlife, including sea 
turtles, manatees and wading birds and contribute to Florida’s multimillion-dollar recreational and 
commercial fishing industry.  
 
Florida has 41 established aquatic preserves whose mission is to safeguard this essential marine resource. 
The following tips for boaters can help to protect the state’s fragile seagrass community:  

• Know the waters where you plan to boat.  
• Use current nautical charts of the area.  
• Use marked channels where they exist and stay in deep water.  
• When in doubt about the depth, slow down and idle. Make sure the bow of the boat is down and 

the motor is trimmed or tilted up.  
• Know the tides. The greatest range of tides occurs during a full-moon and new-moon. Use extra 

caution when boating on a low tide.  
• If you do run into a seagrass flat, stop immediately and tilt your engine.  

mailto:jmcdonough@GulfShores.com�


 

15 NOAA Ocean Service, Office of Ocean & Coastal Resource Management  
 

To view the Governor’s proclamation for Seagrass Awareness Month, visit 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/2010/03/files/seagrass.pdf 
 
 
White House “Coastal  Roadmap” Creates New Level of Opportunity 
to Save America’s Wetland 
 
NEW ORLEANS -- Calling the move historic and timely, Louisiana coastal leaders said that a 
report released by the White House today signals a new day for restoration efforts for the Gulf of 
Mexico ecosystems of Louisiana and Mississippi. 
  
“The coastal roadmap released today by the White House Council on Environmental Quality’s 
(CEQ) Interagency Working Group takes into consideration the unique assets and vulnerabilities 
of this vital coastal region and begins to address long-held concerns,” said King Milling, 
Chairman of the America’s WETLAND Foundation (AWF). 
  
The roadmap calls for actions over eighteen months to align federal partners for ecosystem 
restoration in the region. In a report recently released by the Foundation’s America’s Energy 
Coast initiative entitled, “A Region At Risk,” a diverse group of leaders representing 
environmental, research, industry and community concerns called on the federal government to 
reduce federal impediments and conflicting policy that hamper sustainability of the region.  
  
“The new White House plan enables Federal agencies to align in a shared coastal vision with the 
states of Louisiana and Mississippi and sets in motion actions to free up project delays and 
remove obstacles to restoration.  It brings much needed Federal focus to science-based decisions 
and adaptive management, begins to make sense of cost sharing issues that have long 
confounded state efforts, and embodies the intent to move away from the protracted process of 
the Corps of Engineers,” Milling said. 
 
A unified, strategic approach to encourage a shared vision within the region --accompanied by 
government reforms to reduce delays, snarls, and red tape --has long been the goal of coastal 
advocates. Focusing on greater support for science-based decision-making and setting in motion 
some near-term actions responds directly to the urgency of the land loss crisis in the 7th largest 
delta on Earth, an area that is a major economic asset of the nation. 
  
Dr. Robert Twilley, LSU professor and coastal scientist who works the AWF, also applauded the 
White House's new approach. "The federal response to the immense challenges to restoring the 
Mississippi River Delta is consistent with our most important concern: it will take major changes 
in the way we manage the river basin to allow the delta to adapt to future sea level rise 
vulnerabilities. Putting the river back into the bayous to sustain some future footprint of this delta 
has to begin now, given the critical significance of this delta to the nation," Twilley said. 
  
Sediment management issues were the focus of a recent hearing by the AWF at which river 
diversions were cited as a critical need to naturally replenish and rebuild wetlands that provide 
essential ecosystem services for man and wildlife alike. 
 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/2010/03/files/seagrass.pdf�
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The CEQ plan zeros in on sediment management through practical, short-term beneficial use of 
dredged materials and longer-term river diversions.  "This focus alone could provide immediate 
results and certainly greater reason to believe real progress can be made in the foreseeable 
future," Milling said. 
 
"The significance of the report is not in any new ideas or approaches, but that, finally, someone 
at the highest level has heard what so many have said for so long and they are taking steps to do 
something about it," Milling said. "I commend those at the White House CEQ on their laudable 
report and hold much hope that real progress will result.  They deserve a genuine thank you for 
truly listening and now acting upon what many have long felt were unheard cries in the 
wilderness." 
 

LSU Sea Grant to Conduct Charter Fishing Survey 
http://www.gulfcouncil.org/Beta/GMFMCWeb/newslet/NEWSLTR03-2010.pdf 
 
More than 2,000 licensed charter boat captains in the Gulf of Mexico will have the opportunity to 
participate in the 2009 Recreation For-Hire Survey (RFHES), which will be held in mid-April. 
 
The Recreation For-Hire Survey is conducted once every ten years to gauge the economic health and 
policy concerns of the charter fishing sector in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico. This year, participants will be 
offered payment in exchange for their cooperation. 
 
“The recreational-for-hire industry is one of the most important sectors of our coastal economy, but they 
are also one of the most heavily surveyed group,” said Rex Cafey, project leader and professor of natural 
resource economics at Louisiana Sea Grant and the LSU AgCenter. “We recognize that our respondents’ 
time is valuable, we’re glad to have cooperative research funds available for those captains who elect to 
participate in this study, he said.” 
 
Payments for the voluntary survey will depend on availability of funding by state. Information collected 
from the project will be used to construct a baseline assessment of the financial health and economic 
impact of the RFH industry. Future researchers and policy-makers will have access to this data for 
determining the economic effects of other external forces, such as economic downturns, fuel prices, 
policy changes and natural disasters. 
 
Earlier versions of the survey were conducted by Texas A&M University in 1989, and by the University 
of Florida in 1999. The 2009 survey - which will be distributed April 16 - is being coordinated by 
Louisiana Sea Grant and the LSU Center for Natural Resource Economics & Policy, and is supported by 
federal fisheries research funding provided by the National Sea Grant College Program and the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. For questions about the project please send an email to 
RFHSurvey@lsu.edu. 
  
  

http://www.gulfcouncil.org/Beta/GMFMCWeb/newslet/NEWSLTR03-2010.pdf�
mailto:RFHSurvey@lsu.edu�
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Mississippi’s Inshore Artificial Reefs Restored to Pre-Katrina Levels 
 
BILOXI, Miss. – The Mississippi 
Department of Marine Resources’ 
(DMR) Artificial Reef 
Program has restored Mississippi’s 
inshore artificial reefs to 100 percent of 
their pre-Hurricane Katrina state. 
 
About 90 percent of Mississippi’s 
inshore and offshore artificial reefs were 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
Prior to Katrina, there were 44 inshore 
artificial reefs, and as of early 2010 
there are 67 around boat ramps, fishing 
piers and deepwater markers within a 
half mile of the shoreline. About 65 to 
70 percent of offshore reefs have been 
rebuilt. 
 
The Mississippi Gulf has no natural reef 
habitat, and the reef fish depend on the 
artificial reefs to thrive. The inshore 
reefs were created using crushed 
concrete and limestone. Since Katrina, 
more than 43,000 cubic yards of 

material have been deployed to restore and build Mississippi’s inshore reefs. 
 
“The inshore reefs provide excellent habitat for fish species such as speckled trout, white trout, flounder 
and redfish,” said DMR Artificial Reef Program Director Kerwin Cuevas. “Fishing is such an important 
part of life on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, and these reefs allow fishermen a way to have a great catch 
without going offshore.” 
 
This artificial reef recovery project is funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA) Emergency Disaster Recovery Program and through a partnership with Mississippi Gulf Fishing 
Banks. 
 
“We are grateful to be working with Mississippi Gulf Fishing Banks and thankful to NOAA and 
Gulf State Marine Fisheries Commission for providing the funding to restore the fish habitat for our 
fishermen,” Cuevas said. 
 
The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and conserving 
marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands, adjacent uplands and 
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, educational and economic uses of 
these resources consistent with environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at 
www.dmr.ms.gov. 
 
  

 
The Mississippi DMR, in partnership with Mississippi Gulf 
Fishing Banks, spread 300 cubic yards of crushed limestone just 
off the Ocean Springs Chester M. McPhearson Jr. community 
pier July 29, 2009, as part of an effort to restore inshore artificial 
reef fish habitat along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  
 
Photo courtesy of the Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources. 

http://www.dmr.ms.gov/�
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DMR Awards Young Marine Scientists for Excellence 
 
BILOXI, Miss. – The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) presented six local students 
with the DMR Excellence in Marine Sciences Award at the Region VI Science and Engineering Fair held 
March 23, 2010, at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Coliseum and Convention Center. This is the 14th year the 
DMR has sponsored the award. 
 
The DMR’s Excellence in Marine Sciences Award was established to encourage local students to develop 
research projects involving Mississippi’s coastal resources. With this award, the DMR hopes to encourage 
students to identify and find solutions to the Coast’s environmental problems. Each winner received a 
certificate and monetary award. 
 
“The winners of the younger classes each receive $100. The older winners each get $200, because they 
will most likely be advancing to the state competition. The extra money will enable them to enhance their 
exhibits, so they will have a better chance of winning at that next level of competition,” said Jennifer 
Buchanan, education coordinator for the DMR/Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. 
 
Class I entries represent students in grades kindergarten through three; Class II, grades four through six; 
Class III, grades seven and eight; Class IV, grades nine and 10; Class V, grades 11 through 12; and the 
newly added Class VI, teams. 
 
Winners of this year’s Excellence in Marine Sciences Award, in order of class: 
 

• Gabe Tootle, Oak Park Elementary, for “Clean Water from Mud and Sunlight,” Class I entry, 
$100. 

• Anna Grace Meeks, East Central Upper Elementary, for “Did I Mix You Up?” Class II entry, 
$100. 

• Ricky Cain, Stone Middle School, for “Destroying Dead Zones Using Common Crops to Remove 
Harmful Nitrates from Farm Runoff,” Class III entry, $200. 

• Hampton Bell, Ocean Springs High School, for “Combating Water-borne Illness in Wilderness 
Travel,” Class IV entry, $200. 

• Stephen Denning, St. Patrick Catholic High School, for “Oysters Can Save the Gulf Coast,” Class 
V entry, $200. 

• Morgan Hertz, St. Patrick Catholic High School, for “How Does Your Garden Grow?” Class VI 
entry, $200. 

The award is presented by the DMR to outstanding Region VI science fair entries that deal with a marine- 
or coastal-related issue. In consideration for the award, all project titles are reviewed and each student 
with a marine- or coastal-related project is interviewed and questioned about his or her project. Finally, 
DMR judges rate the eligible projects and the ratings are compiled to determine the overall winners.  
 
The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and conserving 
marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands, adjacent uplands and 
waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, educational and economic uses of 
these resources consistent with environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at 
www.dmr.ms.gov.  
 

http://www.dmr.ms.gov/�
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South Padre Beaches Get Much Needed Sand 
 
AUSTIN — South Padre Island will have more beach to boast about after a Texas General Land 
Office beach renourishment project finishes placing more than 250,00 cubic yards of sand over the next 
two weeks. 
 
The $740,000 project is a partnership between the U.S. Corps of Engineers, the City of South Padre 
Island and Cameron County Parks Department. The Corps is conducting a maintenance dredging project 
at the Brazos-Santiago Pass, which is part of the Brownsville Ship Channel navigation system. 
 
“The Corps needed to dredge, so we took advantage of the opportunity to get high-quality, lowcost sand 
on our beaches where it belongs,” said Jerry Patterson, Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office. 
“Our job here at the Land Office was to get everyone working together to get this done.” 
 
The beach renourishment is expected to take about two weeks and will place about 50,000 cubic yards of 
sand at Isla Blanca Park and another 200,000 cubic yards of sand on beaches four to five miles north of 
the ship channel. 
 
When work is done, the beaches at Isla Blanca Park and on the northern mile of the city will be wider by 
about 35 more feet, providing more beach for people to enjoy. Access to these stretches of beach during 
the short construction period may, however, be limited.  
 

Pent-up Federal Funds May Flow to Texas Coast 
 
AUSTIN — Texas Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson expressed hope today that millions in long-
delayed federal funds for the Texas coast might soon be on their way. 
 
“It looks like the red tape that’s tied up the money the federal government owes Texas is about to be cut,” 
Patterson said. “If all goes well, Texas will soon receive the funds approved for the 2007 funding cycle.” 
 
U.S. Sen. David Vitter today introduced an amendment to expedite funding under the Coastal Impact 
Assistance Program (CIAP), which was established under the 2005 Energy Policy Act to help energy-
producing states and their coastal communities mitigate impacts from Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) oil 
and gas production. Texas Sen. John Cornyn co-sponsored the amendment. 
 
“When we created CIAP five years ago, I believed that it would help state and local governments by 
directing a portion of energy revenues to coastal protection projects,” said Vitter. “It has provided some 
much needed funding for coastal restoration, but administrators have created new layers of bureaucratic 
delays that have taken the program off course. My amendment offers a much-needed fix to remove these 
unnecessary obstacles and allow the funds to be allocated in an efficient way.” 
 
The nearly $1 billion originally allocated for the program was intended to be disbursed by the end of 2010, 
but only around 15 percent of that amount has been awarded to date. The lengthy review process has 
resulted in an average wait time of nearly six months for the 115 grants that have been awarded. More 
than 120 grants are pending, and nearly 900 additional grant applications are expected over the course of 
the program. The CIAP program is administered by the Minerals Management Service under the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. 
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Grant Opportunities
 

The Gulf of Mexico Foundation Announces $210,000 in Funding 
 
The Gulf of Mexico Foundation (GMF) is pleased to announce this opportunity to contribute to advancing 
habitat conservation and restoration in the Gulf of Mexico. The outputs from the resulting projects will 
provide vital support to the Habitat Conservation and Restoration Team (HCRT) of the Gulf of Mexico 
Alliance. The HCRT is one of the Priority Issue Teams within GOMA and outlined in the Governor's 
Action Plan.  The successful applicants responding to this request for proposals will work directly with 
HCRT members toward implementing HCRT actions. 
 
This Request for Proposals solicits proposals under the following four topic areas: 
  

• Conservation and Restoration in the Gulf of Mexico: Comparison of Mexico and U.S. Policy, 
Law and Management 

• Analysis of Local, State and Federal Policy & Regulatory Programs That Provide Protection to 
Coastal Habitats 

• Analysis and Recommendations for Increasing Restoration and Conservation on Private Lands 
• Analysis and Recommendations of Cross-PIT Sea Level Rise Efforts, Data Needs and Science 

 
Funding for these projects was provided under a grant from NOAA's Coastal Services Center.  GMF 
serves as Contract Administrator and provides coordination and support for the HCRT.  The full 
announcement can be found at http://www.gulfmex.org/goma.htm.  Application deadline: May 31, 2010. 
 

National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program  
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is offering approximately 20 awards to coastal states that will invest 
in projects to protect and restore valuable coastal wetlands.  All projects must ensure long-term 
conservation efforts such as restoring wetland hydrology, breaking tile drainage systems, installing water 
control structures, planting native vegetation, and removing invasive species. Eligible applicants include 
any coastal state agency. Applications are due by June 25, 2010.   
 
To apply: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=B2CgLnCB3J6nx4LTrTwKPX8GmTwks709S88vylr
QV8SJt1v0kh6b!-1299818899?oppId=51001&mode=VIEW.   
  
 
  

February 2009  
 

http://www.gulfmex.org/goma.htm�
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=B2CgLnCB3J6nx4LTrTwKPX8GmTwks709S88vylrQV8SJt1v0kh6b%21-1299818899?oppId=51001&mode=VIEW�
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=B2CgLnCB3J6nx4LTrTwKPX8GmTwks709S88vylrQV8SJt1v0kh6b%21-1299818899?oppId=51001&mode=VIEW�
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Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 
 

Overview 
To improve the health of the Mississippi River Basin, including water quality and 
wildlife habitat, the Natural Resources Conservation Service is developing the 
Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI). Through this new 
Initiative, NRCS and its partners will help producers in selected watersheds in the 
Mississippi River Basin voluntarily implement conservation practices that avoid, 
control, and trap nutrient runoff; improve wildlife habitat; and maintain agricultural 
productivity. 
 
These improvements will be accomplished through a conservation systems approach 
to manage and optimize nitrogen and phosphorous within fields to minimize runoff 
and reduce downstream nutrient loading. NRCS will provide producers assistance with 
a system of practices that will control soil erosion, improve soil quality, and provide 
wildlife habitat while managing runoff and drainage water for improved water quality. 
 
The Initiative will build on the past efforts of producers, NRCS, partners, and other 
State and Federal agencies in the 12-State Initiative area to address nutrient loading in 

the Mississippi River Basin. Nutrient loading contributes to both local water quality problems and the 
hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico. The 12 participating States are Arkansas, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. MRBI will be 
implemented by NRCS through the the NRCS programs and initiatives listed below. 
 
NRCS will offer this Initiative in FYs 2010 through 2013, dedicating at least $80 million in each fiscal 
year. This is in addition to the agency’s regular program funding in the 12 Initiative States and funding by 
other Federal agencies, States, and partners and the contributions of producers. 
 
Fiscal Year 2010 Request for Proposal  

• Notice of Request for Proposals through the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds 
Initiative (PDF; 84K)  

• 12 Digit HUC Subwatersheds Lists  
• CCPI-MRBI National Definitions (PDF, 54KB)  

 
 
 
  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/mrbi/mrbi_watersheds_maps_and_list_page.html�
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/mrbi/files/mrbi_request_for_proposals_federal_register_notice.pdf�
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/mrbi/files/mrbi_request_for_proposals_federal_register_notice.pdf�
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/mrbi/unit_code_lists.html�
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/mrbi/files/CCPI-RFP-National_Definitions_2-19-10.pdf�
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Conferences and Workshops 
 

 
11th Annual Coastal Development Strategies Conference 
May 12-13, 2010 
 
Hosted by the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Office of Coastal Management and 
Planning, and the Gulf Coast Business Council, this conference will celebrate the culture and heritage of 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Topics to be discussed at the conference include: The use of live oak timber 
from trees downed during Hurricane Katrina to restore the National Landmark vessel Charles W. Morgan; 
the Mississippi Seafood Industry: The Foundation of Heritage and Culture; The Gulf Coast’s Heritage 
Assets: Opportunities and Challenges; The Evaluation Process on Historical Properties; Tourism’s 
Encouraging Future for the Mississippi Gulf Coast; an update on the City of Ocean Springs’ recovery 
efforts; and the Homeowner’s Handbook to Prepare for Natural Hazards.  
 
Following conference sessions on May 12, the Mississippi Seafood Marketing Program will host the 
Great Mississippi Seafood Cook-Off. On the second day of the conference attendees may participate in an 
optional field trip to Beauvoir, Lynn Meadows Discovery Center and the Institute for Marine Mammal 
Studies. 
 
This multidisciplinary event draws elected officials, city and county staff, contractors, developers, 
bankers, planners, zoning officials, realtors and appraisers, engineers, landowners, industry, students, 
federal and state agencies, boards of supervisors, lawyers, private and corporate entities, 
environmentalists, resource managers and others committed to rebuilding the Gulf Coast. Real estate 
agents and appraisers can earn continuing education credit by attending the 11th annual Coastal 
Development Strategies Conference, and receipts will be provided to all other professions, such as, 
engineers, teachers and architects, to submit for credit to their respective organizations. 
 
Location:   Mississippi Coast Coliseum and Convention Center, Biloxi, Mississippi, USA 
Contact Information:   Tina Shumate, Mississippi Dept. of Marine Resources, Office of Coastal 
Management & Planning, 228-523-4122, tina.shumate@dmr.ms.gov  
Home Page URL:   http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/CMP/CRMP/Conference/10/conference.htm 
 
 
2010 Northern Gulf Institute Annual Conference 
May 18-20, 2010 Mobile, Alabama 
 
The NGI Annual Conference will include updates on the activities and direction of the institute, but the 
emphasis of the conference will be on research presentations and poster presentations by the NGI project 
teams.  
 
NGI is encouraging the participation of students at the conference and they will be able attend the regular 
technical and program sessions. Students are also encouraged to participate in the poster and photography 
competitions. The photography contest is open to NGI researchers and students.  
 
We will be meeting in Mobile again this year at the Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel (see hotel 
information link). This venue allows the participation of more people and reflects feedback received in 
previous year's meeting evaluations. Come join us. We look forward to seeing everyone together again 
this year.  Click here to view the website February 2009  

 

mailto:tina.shumate@dmr.ms.gov�
http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/CMP/CRMP/Conference/10/conference.htm�
http://www.northerngulfinstitute.org/2010ngiconference/�
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Coastal Resiliency Symposium 
May 26, 2010 
Rice University.  
 
This forum will address how vulnerable the area is to hurricanes and other major storms and what can be 
done to prepare for future events. Topics include:  
 What is Coastal Resiliency?  
 What are the Threats?  
 What's at Risk and What are Our Vulnerabilities?  
 What are the Structural and Non-Structural Options?   
 What are the Public Policy Issues?  

 
Experts from the United States and abroad will share experiences and information that local decision-
makers can use to increase the resiliency of our region. More information on registration and confirmed 
program topics will be available in the coming month. Visit http://www.rpts.tamu.edu/CoastalResilience/ 
for more information.  
 

Techniques for Creating Living Shorelines in Northwest Florida 
Apalachicola, FL 
May 26-27, 2010 
9 a.m. -5 p.m. EDT (Wed) 
9 a.m. -12 p.m. EDT (Thu) 
Apalachicola Community Center – City Hall 
 
Pensacola, FL 
June 8, 2010 
9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. CDT 
Gulf Power Auditorium 
One Energy Place 
 
Living shorelines use plants and other natural materials to stabilize the shoreline, minimize coastal 
erosion, and maintain coastal processes while enhancing the natural shoreline habitat for the benefit of 
property owners as well as fish and other wildlife.  
 
Who Should Attend? 
Consultants, Developers, Natural Resource Staff, Contractors, Engineers, Planning and Permitting Staff, 
Coastal Land Managers, Environmental Scientists, Shoreline Property Owners 
 
Workshop Highlights 
• Detailed case studies of living shoreline projects in Northwest Florida 
• Field excursion to local living shoreline projects 
• Guided discussion of the permitting process and funding opportunities for living shorelines in Florida 
 
. 
 
PRE‐REGISTRATION REQUIRED  to attend, includes lunch and all materials. Register at 
www.GulfAllianceTraining.org. The deadline for pre‐registration is May 21 or as soon as the classes fill. 

http://www.rpts.tamu.edu/CoastalResilience/�
http://www.gulfalliancetraining.org/�
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For additional information contact: 
Amy Gohres at 251‐990‐5004, amy@weeksbay.org  
Rosalyn Kilcollins at 850‐653‐8063, Rosalyn.Kilcollins@dep.state.fl.us  
 
Additional funds for this workshop provided through a grant from the Weeks Bay Foundation and the 
NOAA Coastal Services Center in support of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance. 
 
 
Louisiana State of the Coast Conference 
June 8-10, 2010 - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 

 
 
The State of the Coast (SOC) conference, to be held June 8-10, 2010, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, aims to 
bring the latest science and engineering regarding coastal ecosystem restoration and hurricane protection 
issues to the planners and decision makers across coastal Louisiana. The SOC conference is being 
developed through partnership and coordination of state and federal agencies, non-governmental 
organizations and universities. Partners include the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Office of Coastal 
Protection and Restoration and the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana. 
 
The State of the Coast (SOC) conference's mission is to provide a forum to learn from recent advances in 
science and engineering as they relate to hurricane protection and ecosystem restoration in coastal 
Louisiana, to ensure that relevant and current knowledge is applied to existing and future coastal 
restoration and protection efforts, and to effectively inform policy and decision making. For more 
information, visit www.stateofthecoast.org. 
 

Shifting Shorelines: Adapting to the Future 
June 13 - June 16, 2010 
 
TCS is proud to announce The Coastal Society's 22nd International Conference will be held at the Hilton 
Riverside Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina. The TCS 22 conference will be held at the Hilton 
Wilmington Riverside, located at 301 North Water Street, Wilmington, NC 28401-3934. The hotel is 
located in the heart of downtown Wilmington on the Cape Fear River. The room rate is $169 
single/double occupancy per night plus tax. This rate will be available up to May 18, 2010, based on hotel 
availability. 
 
Reservations can be made by phone or online. To make your hotel reservation by phone, call the Hilton 
Wilmington Riverside directly at General Information: 910.763.5900 between 8 AM - 5 PM, or phone 
Hilton Reservations: 888.324.8170. Mention that you will be attending The Coastal Society Conference 
to receive the group rate. To make your reservation online, go to the TCS Group Web Page at: 
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/ILMNCHF-TCS-
20100611/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG. Use the group code: TCS. 
 

mailto:amy@weeksbay.org�
mailto:Rosalyn.Kilcollins@dep.state.fl.us�
http://stateofthecoast.org/�
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ILMNCHF-Hilton-Wilmington-Riverside-North-Carolina/index.do�
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ILMNCHF-Hilton-Wilmington-Riverside-North-Carolina/index.do�
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/ILMNCHF-TCS-20100611/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG�
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/ILMNCHF-TCS-20100611/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG�
http://stateofthecoast.org/�
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Third Annual Monitoring Forum 
       June 9-10, 2010            St. Petersburg, FL 
 
Purpose: To discuss the general status of current monitoring efforts and future data needs in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Topics at this Year’s Forum include:  

• Coastal Ocean Observing Systems 
• Remote Sensing Technologies     
• SPARROW modeling 
• Coordinated Coastal Monitoring Network Framework 
• New Microbial Beach Criteria 

Held in conjunction with GOMA Nutrient Team’s Nutrient Criteria Conference (~June 8-10) and GOMA 
Water Quality (June 11) and Nutrient (June 8) Team meetings.  Requests for posters can be sent to 
Kyana.F.Brown@dep.state.fl.us. 
 

5th National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration 
November 13-17, 2010 
 
The Restore America's Estuaries (RAE) national conference brings together the best and the brightest in 
the coastal habitat restoration community: diverse stakeholders from across the country, including top 
representatives from federal, state, and local governments; corporations and businesses; non-profits; 
grassroots organizations; tribal associations; and education, all united in the search for solutions to the 
needs of our coastal ecosystems. More than 1,000 attendees are expected, as well as 150 exhibitors, 160 
poster presentations, and 400 presenters. There will be more than 80 high-level sessions dealing with the 
best and newest approaches to coastal habitat preservation and restoration. 
 
The 2010 conference focus, "Preparing for Climate Change", while a concern for all coastal regions, has 
particular resonance for coastal Texas and Galveston, still recovering from the damage inflicted by 
Hurricane Ike in 2008. RAE is committed to helping Galveston recover from the environmental and 
economic damage caused by Ike. Through this conference, we will: work to restore resiliency to 
Galveston's shoreline through sea- and marsh-grass planting projects; stimulate the local economy 
through the business generated during this five-day conference; push Galveston's ongoing restoration 
needs to national attention through press work and through the attendance of senior federal officials; and 
increase the direction and momentum of new resources to aid the Galveston area. 
 
Early Registration Deadline:   September 30, 2010 
Contact Information:   ssimon@estuaries.org  This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You 
need JavaScript enabled to view it. Ph: +1 772-776-1129. 
Home Page URL:   https://www.estuaries.org/conference/ 
 
 
Did you find this edition useful? Please send suggestions, comments, and new items for publication to           
 

Laurie Rounds  
Coastal Management Specialist  
NOAA Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management  
Laurie.Rounds@noaa.gov  
http://www.coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/ 

mailto:Kyana.F.Brown@dep.state.fl.us�
mailto:ssimon@estuaries.org�
https://www.estuaries.org/conference/�
mailto:Laurie.Rounds@noaa.gov�
http://www.coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/�
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