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Roundtable Discussions 1:30 – 3:00

Assessing Vulnerability – Salon E

Charles Chesnutt, US Army Corps of Engineers

-USACE is looking at the engineering implications of climate change science

-USACE is working together with USGS, FEMA, and NOS on adapting to vulnerability

-USACE philosophy:  look at sea level rise within the context of all climate change impacts and in the context of all the change going on in coastal zones

-Going forward, any time we look at flooding we must look back to Hurricane Katrina, which was about more than just climate change, but climate change was a factor.

-Based on Hurricane Katrina, we must look at the risk and make risk assessment part of the approach to solving things

Lessons from Katrina

1.  What went wrong:  The real problem was not the engineering or planning or authorization of projects from Congress., it was the fact that after the engineering projects were designed using a systems approach, the plans were executed in a non-systems way, based on the city’s ability to pay.  The system was built piecemeal.  With a systems approach,  you must follow through all the way through construction

2. Planning Guidance Committee:  we must look at sea level rise AND the other impacts of climate change, like lake level fall, shorter ice seasons, and an increase in storminess particularly in the North Pacific.  We must secure the guidance to deal with multiple future scenarios.

3. We must look at the inventory of structures and determine how we will adapt those structures to the increased threats brought about by climate change

4. We must look at challenges within estuaries, wetlands, and salt marshes.  ACE is providing sediment for wetland bottoms but we must look at how climate change will affect these bodies of water and adapt our planning accordingly

