
NORTHEAST REGIONAL MEETING ~ NOVEMBER 2009

WELCOME!

2009 “Virtual” Northeast 
Regional Meeting

We may not be able to gather  in person 
this year but at least we’re all warm!

Thursday Nov. 12th

NOAA Updates &
Regional Ocean Governance
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NOAA Updates
2009 Northeast Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting

November 2009



NORTHEAST REGIONAL MEETING ~ NOVEMBER 2009

3

NOAA Updates
• CZMA Reauthorization & Coastal Strategy

• Staff

• Budget

• Program Change Regulations

• Performance Measures

• New Guidance:  

– Performance Report Guidance

– Section 309 Assessment & Strategy Guidance

• Climate Change Adaptation Guidance

• CELCP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KennedyHere’s a quick outline of what we’ll covering in the NOAA Updates session.  I’ll be handing it off to other trusty OCRM folks after the 1st bullet.
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CZMA Reauthorization & Coastal

Reauthorization:

• Remains high priority; continue to brief 
Administrator to keep ideas moving forward.

Coastal Strategy:

• “Coastal” gaining more attention in new 
administration.

4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kennedy--Reauthorization of CZMA remains a high priority for NOAA, but Congress is occupied with other issues and chances of reauthorization during this Congress appear slim. That being said, however, we continue to brief the Administration as necessary to keep our ideas moving forward.  There are a number of places where we see interest in legislation related to coastal management. The two issue areas that are seeing the most activity are related to energy and climate change.  Climate change – Comprehensive climate legislation has been introduced in both the House and the Senate. Some of the bills specifically mention using the CZMA for implementation, the most common method being the development of coastal state climate adaptation plans. We’ve asked by committees for drafting assistance to incorporate CZMA reauthorization concepts into draft climate legislation. It is difficult to predict if these provisions will be included in laws when adopted or exactly when we might expect the legislation to be enacted. Energy – Both House and Senate have also introduced Energy legislation that could have implications for CZM programs.  One bill consolidates the leasing of energy property (including outer continental shelf property) into one central leasing office under the Department of Interior.  Another requires a survey of energy siting and generation potential in the Outer Continental Shelf region.  Again, its hard to tell when comprehensive energy legislation will be enacted and what provisions will be included in the final law.Coastal Strategy:  I am continuing to talk and work with Dr. Lubchenco and her staff about the importance of NOAA's work and the need to better integrate the support we deliver to all of you to address priority coastal issues.   I believe that we are gaining some ground internally, within NOAA, on building awareness about the needs of our coastal partners, and a deeper understanding of where our current investments lie in support of coastal issues.  The real work, however, that we continue to work on, is making sure we are doing our best to have as many of those investments as possible support the work that you all do. 
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OCRM Staff

• Temporary changes for the front 
office

• New OTEC/Energy Specialist:  
Whitney Blanchard 

• Bye, bye CELCP Co-lead

• New state liaisons—coming 
soon?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KingFRONT OFFICE:  Kennedy has be asked to be Acting Deputy Administrator for the National Ocean Service as of early Oct and likely be there until early next year.  This is a great opportunity for greater recognition of OCRM and coastal mngt issues within NOAA.  In the meantime, Donna Wieting will be serving as OCRM’s Acting Director and Margo Shulze-Haugen is out acting Deputy Director.  Margo comes from the NMFS Highly Migratory Species Division.OTEC:  OCRM has long had the responsibility for issuing licenses for Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion projects.  With the recent upswing in interest in OTEC and other energy issues, CPD hired a OTEC/Energy Specialist this summer, Whitney Blanchard.  She has a PhD in ocean engineering from UNH so her technical expertise in these issues is a welcome addition to CPD.CELCP:  Elisabeth Morgan, a long-time specialist and our CELCP co-lead left us for a new position with the National Park Service this fall.  The remaining CELCP team members have taken on her responsibilities and will provide you more details about that in a little bit.REGIONAL:  OCRM continues to work to locate a few specialists in the regions to provide greater support to the states on regional issues.  We are hoping to advertise a new position to place someone in New England very soon, but there has been a backlog in HR for over 6 months so things have been moving very slowly.
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Budget

FY09 FY10 Pres 
Request

FY10 Senate 
Mark

FY10 House 
Mark

CZM and Stewardship 
(OCRM)

$7M $10.435M $8.5M      $10.4M

CZM grants 
(sections 306, 306A & 309)

$66.146M $66.146M $66.5M $67.5M 

Coastal Nonpoint Program $3.9M 0 0 0
National Estuarine Research 

Reserve grants
$22.326M+

$7.043M (const.)

$22.326M+
$3.89M (const.)

$22.826M +
$3.89M (const.)

$23.500 +
$3.89M (const.)

Coastal and Estuarine Land 
Conservation Program 

$15M $15M $20M $21.5M 

Energy Licensing and 
Appeals

N/A $1.9M $1.9M $1.9M

Surprise!  Another  continuing resolution. . . 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KingBudget does not look great for next year but its hard to tell how it will finally fall out.Right now, CZM Awards to states are ~ level funded in the President’s request and House/Senate Marks.  However, Coastal Nonpoint Program Funds are zeroed out across the board.On a positive side, due the growing interest in ocean and coastal energy issues, it looks like OCRM may receive nearly $2M in additional funding to **** [add some more specifics about what this $ would be used for?]  
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Program Change Regulations

Changes:

– Overall clarification and simplification of process

– Considering what details and analysis needed

Plan to publish draft in 4th

Quarter FY 2010 for 
public comment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
King or Kehoe
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Performance Measures

• 3-Year phase-in completed

• Streamlined set of measures; some 
integrated with 309 Assessments

• Released Summary Report of phased 
implementation data

– 2009 Contextual Measure Report:
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/s
uccess/indicators.html

• Piloting format for data 
documentation this year 

• Additional communication planned

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schneider  The 3-Year phase-in approach was completed in December 2008  The updated performance measure guidance we released May 2009 streamlined performance measures based on the state comments.  We also integrated reporting for contextual measures upcoming 309 Assessments.  This fall, we released the 1st summary report from the phased implementation of the data.  We also recently released the 2009 Contextual Indicator Report, which provides updated data on the 16 contextual indicators collected by OCRM. These indicators are intended to give context to state activities by illustrating the many pressures on coastal areas. The 2009 report, as well as past reports, can be found online at http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/success/indicators.html.  Additionally, we are piloting a new format for performance measure data documentation this year to respond to the GAO audit which will result in easier reporting and use of performance measurement data. OCRM retained a database and website developer who has begun work on a database designed specifically for performance measurement data.  The database, which will be piloted with state users in the near future, will allow specified users easy data entry, querying and analysis of data, and production of reports.  In the future, the database will also supply a public website with appropriate performance measurement data.   Communicating about performance measures is another priority for OCRM this year.  We’re working with CSO to develop a perf measures communication workgroup.�

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/success/indicators.html�
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/success/indicators.html�
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309 Update

• Final Guidance released - July 2009:  
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/guidancefy11309.pdf

• Schedule for Assessment and Strategy

– Draft Assessment and Strategies Due to OCRM – 7/1/10 (10/1/10)*

– OCRM provides comments to CMPs – 9/3/10  (12/1/10)*

– Final Assessment and Strategy Due – 11/1/10 ( 2/1/11)*

– OCRM approves Final Assessment and Strategy – 1/31/11 ( 3/31/11)*
*alternative schedule available for October 1 States

Projects of Special Merit  

• First round for FY12 Awards (start date July or October 2012)

• Priority Areas: Wetlands, Hazards, CSI, and Ocean & Great Lakes Resources

• PSM Competition Guidance available for state review this spring

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schneider  OCRM released the final guidance on the next round of Assessment and Strategies in July taking into consideration comments from state czm program.  The guidance is available online at:  http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/guidancefy11309.pdf Hopefully everyone is beginning to work on your next Assessment and Strategy for 2011-2015.  The schedule for the next Assessment and Strategy cycle is:-Draft Assessment and Strategies Due to OCRM – 7/1/10  (10/1/10)*-OCRM provides comments to CMPs – 9/3/10  (12/1/10)*-Final Assessment and Strategy Due – 11/1/10 ( 2/1/11)*-OCRM approves Final Assessment and Strategy – 1/31/11 ( 3/31/11)**alternative schedule available for October 1 StatesTo respond to the GAO Audit, as you know, we will be setting aside a portion of 309 funds for Projects of Special Merit awarded on a competitive basis.  The 1st round of PSMs will be awarded as part of the FY12 CZM Awards.  Projects eligible for PSMs must address one of the 4 priority 309 enhancement areas (Wetlands, Hazards, CSI, and Ocean & Great Lakes Resources) and support an approved 309 strategy. We are beginning to develop further guidance on the PSM Competition  and should be ready to share a draft with states for review this spring.

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/guidancefy11309.pdf�


NORTHEAST REGIONAL MEETING ~ NOVEMBER 2009

Performance  Report Guidance

• Updated CZM Performance Report Guidance for FY09-10: 
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/fy09perguid
ance.pdf

• Begin to use for FY09 performance reporting Jan/March 2010

Highlights:

– Improved guidance for Section A to clarify information required 
and suggested formatting

– Moved reporting for Section 312 necessary actions and program 
suggestions to Section B (only reported as part of most recent 
award)

– Added back requirement for Section C  reporting, but minimized 
frequency and number (only reported as part of most recent 
award)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schneider  As you know, we updated CZM Performance Report Guidance for FY09-10 which is available online at  http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/fy09perguidance.pdf as well as attached to your FY09 awards.  Don’t forget the use the new guidance for preparing performance reports beginning Jan/March 2010.  Key highlights of the new guidance include:Improved guidance for Section A to clarify information required and suggested formatting to improve readability and ensure reports included all necessary elements.Moved reporting for Section 312 necessary actions and program suggestions to Section B (only reported as part of most recent award).Added back requirement for Section C  reporting (case studies), but minimized frequency and number.  This will help us better promote the accomplishments and benefits of the CZM Program within and outside of NOAA through the CZM newsletter, CZMA Biennial Report, CZMA Reauthorization effort and other means.

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/fy09perguidance.pdf�
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/backmatter/media/fy09perguidance.pdf�
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Climate Change Adaptation 
Guidance

• Response to 2007 CSO survey

• National guidelines focused on CZM programs and 
CZM actions – overwhelming issue: where to 
start; what is my role?

• CSC’s Community Risk and Vulnerability 
Assessment Tool incorporated in guide

• Input at 2008 NE Regional Meeting and 2009 PMM 

• Draft out for CSO/State (et. al) review soon

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lott
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CELCP Update
• Changes in CELCP staffing

• FY 2009 Competition
– Nine grants awarded (VA, PR, 

MA, FL, ME, NY, WA, MD)

• FY 2010 Competition
– Limited reopening due to 

changes in new legislation

– Closed Sept. 18

• FY 2011 Competition
– December funding notice 

anticipated

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mountz
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CELCP Update continued
• CELCP Plans

– Most states have submitted 
plans

– NY and MA have approved 
plans; others in various 
stages of review

• CELCP Projects

– Numerous NE projects since 
CELCP began

– Seven ongoing grants
• Legislation update: Coastal and Estuarine Land Protection Act 

Appropriations

• Draft of revised guidelines anticipated next summer
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Regional Ocean 
Governance
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Panel:  Lessons Learned in Regional Ocean Governance

Dr. Bill Walker
Mississippi Dept. of Marine Resources
State  Chair, Gulf of Mexico Alliance

Kathleen Leyden
Maine Coastal Management Program

Chair, Northeast Regional Ocean Council

Mike Snyder

New York Dept. of State
Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean
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Federal Support for Regional Ocean Governance and Comparison 
of Regional Ocean Governances Around the Country
Darlene Finch, NOAA Coastal Services Center
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