
NOAA’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 
Annual Program Managers Meeting 

Fostering Community Resilience 
through the 

National Flood Insurance Program
Community Rating System

in Coastal Areas

Berry A Williams, CFM
Berry A Williams and Associates



Premium DiscountPremium Discount

Class                   Points                    SFHA          Non-SFHA
1 4,500 45% 10%
2 4,000 40% 10%
3 3,500 35% 10%
4 3,000 30% 10%
5 2,500 25% 10%
6 2,000 20% 10%
7 1,500 15% 5%
8 1,000 10% 5%
9 500 5% 5%

10 0 0



Three general goals:

• Reduce Flood Damage to Insurable Property

• Strengthen and Support the Insurance Aspects 
of the NFIP 

• Encourage a Comprehensive Approach to 
Floodplain Management



No Adverse Impact Encourages Strategies that:

• Minimize and mitigate adverse impacts from 
development

• Help ensure community and property owner 
actions do not adversely impact others/coastal 
resources 



No Adverse Impact Encourages:

• Multi-objective management

• Watershed planning principles



CRS contributes to the NAI concept 
through 18 creditable activities, organized 
under four categories:

1.  Public Information
2.  Mapping and Regulations
3.  Flood Damage Reduction
4.  Flood Preparedness





320 Map Information320 Map Information



Natural and Beneficial Functions

330 Public Information Activities 330 Public Information Activities 



510 ‐
 

Floodplain Management Planning

Plans must contain six basic components:

 Hazard Identification and Analysis

 Vulnerability Assessment

 Community Capabilities Assessment

 Community Goals

 Floodplain Management and Mitigation Strategy

 Provision for Updates and Monitoring



CRS Credit for Coastal Erosion Management



Coastal Erosion Mapping Credit



Coastal Erosion Regulations

• New Construction to meet 

erosion setback regulations.

• More credit the greater the 

distance from the setback 

reference feature.

• More credit if large buildings 

must be setback a greater 

distance.



Coastal Erosion Regulations

Substantially Improved and 

Substantially Damaged 

buildings required to meet 

erosion setback regulations.



Coastal Erosion Regulations

Credit if local governments 
prohibit hardened structures, 
such as: 

seawalls, 
revetments, and 
large sandbags 



Regulations that 

prohibit vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic on 

sand dunes except on 

appropriate access 

structures.

Coastal Erosion Regulations



Preserved coastal erosion open space Preserved coastal erosion open space 

Preserving dune 

and beach areas 

seaward of the 

frontal dune as 

open space. 



Regulations that 

require the removal 

of threatened 

structures 



Erosion Hazard 

Maintenance Programs
• Beach Nourishment

• Bluff Stabilization

• Mangrove Preservation  



CRS Credit for Mitigation of  Tsunami Hazards

Credit 

Limit 

Mapping                        50 Points 

Open Space 50 Points 

Regulations 70 Points 

Low-Density Zoning 50 Points 

610 TsunamiReady 30 Points



Katrina – Another Call to Action 





Coastal ACoastal A--ZoneZone

Mapping and Mapping and 

Regulations Regulations 



Regulations that Prohibit Regulations that Prohibit 

or Limit the Size of Enclosures or Limit the Size of Enclosures 

Freeboard Freeboard 

Regulations Regulations 



Which Policies/Regulations should CRS Credit?

•Land Use Management Policies to Address  
Sea Level Rise.
•Development Policies to Encourage Hazard 
Resilient Communities
•Development Regulations in Tsunami Hazard 
Areas.
•Coastal Redevelopment Policies.



• Should sea level rise mapping receive CRS 
mapping credit?

• How can CRS measure the flood loss 
reduction benefits of mapping and regulating 
the effects of sea level rise?

• Should coastal wetlands preservation receive 
more CRS credit?
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