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Background...

* New uses of ocean resources

* Management challenges for
existing uses

* Pew/US Ocean Commissions

*2003-2004: MA Ocean
Management Task Force

» Recommendations included
Ocean Resources Management

Act
®2005: Initial bills filed
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Oceans Act of 2008

* Signed into law May
28, 2008

* Directs Secretary of
EEA to develop an
integrated ocean
management plan

* Final plan promulgated
by December 31, 2009

* Deadline of June 30,
2009 for draft plan
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Oceans Act of 2008

®* Ocean Advisory Commission assist
Secretary - policy recommendations

®* Ocean Science Advisory Council assist
Secretary - baseline assessment and
obtaining scientific information

* State approvals consistent to the
maximum extent practicable with plan

* Plan incorporated in the Coastal Zone
Management Plan
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Oceans Act of 2008

* Division of Marine Fisheries has sole
responsibility for fisheries management
(commercial and recreational fishing are
allowable uses)

* Plan elements which impact fishing shall
minimize negative economic impacts and
be reviewed by the Division

* Integrate fisheries management, to the
maximum extent practicable, with ocean
management plan.
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Oceans Act of 2008

* Goals, siting priorities, and standards for ocean
waters held in trust for the benefit of the public

* Coordinate uses across international, federal,
state and local jurisdictions

* Identify appropriate locations and petformance
standards for activities, uses, and facilities

> Renewable energy, IF consistent
with plan and at appropriate scale

» Aquaculture

» Sand extraction
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Oceans Act of 2008

» Spatial component with defined
management measures (rules and/or
performance standards)

» Framework for ongoing, dynamic plan
evolution (Act requires review of plan at least
once every 5 years)
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Plan Process

4 Phases:

* Acquire information: data, public
comment, lessons learned (June 08-jan 09)

* Develop working draft plan (Feb-4pr 09)
* Review and modify plan (aay-june 09)

* Formal public hearings, legislative review,
promulgation (July-Dec 09)
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Plan Process

Phase 1:

* Working groups
»>Habitat »Cultural /recreational resources
»Fisheries >Sediment

>Renewable Energy  >»Regulatory

»Navigation

* MOP assistance with conceptual framework,
lessons learned elsewhere
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Plan Process

Phase 1 (cont.):

* What we’ve learned from work groups
— Much data, but gaps

— Big-picture questions (EBM, env. variability,
economic value)

* What we’ve learned from public input
— Regional differences in resources, uses, issues
— Jurisdictional issues matter

— Public trust foundation resonates
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Plan Process

Phase 2:
* Working draft plan

— Series of meetings: Feb and March

— Spatial analysis

— Develop alternatives, review with public
— Advisory Commission provide input

— Science Council assist with “plan for the plan”
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For more information:

http://www.mass.gov/eea

http://www.mass.gov/czm

John.Weber@state.ma.us
617. 626.1005
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