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EXAMPLES OF EVALUATION METRICS  
 
The examples below include an example where the baseline or current number is available and an 
example where the baseline or current number is not available.  The examples below also include an 
example of a target established annually, so that the number for the target at the end of the five-year 
period will be five times the annual number, and an example of a single target established for the 
entire five-year period. 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS – The state places a high priority on public access to the coast through a variety of 
mechanisms the coastal program uses, including “offer to dedicate public access easements,” 
individual coastal permit requirements, and coordination with local and state agencies to complete 
various public coastal land and water trails.   
 
Goal:  Access to the state’s beaches and coastal environments is available to all of its citizens 
 
For a more regulatory program-- 

Objective:  By 2016, the number of access points to coastal resources and beaches will 
increase by 10% (if baseline or current number of access points is known)   OR 

By 2016, the number of access points to coastal resources and beaches will 
increase by five access points (if baseline or current number of access points is not known) 

         
Performance Measure:  The number of dedicated public easements or access points required 
by a coastal permit 
 
Target:     [some number] individual access points and/or public easements registered  
with the [state agency] and made available to the public (this single number is for the entire 
five-year period)   OR 
  [some number] individual access points and/or public easements registered 
with the [state agency] and made available to the public annually (number at the end of the 
five-year period will be five times the annual number) 
 

For a more networked program--  
Objective: By 2016, the mileage of public coastal land and/or water trails will increase by 
10% (if baseline or current number of miles is known)   OR 
  By 2016, the mileage of public coastal land and/or water trails will increase by 
10 miles (if baseline or current number of miles is not known) 
 
Performance Measure:  The miles of coastal trails newly available to the public as a result of 
some technical or financial assistance from the coastal management program 
 
Target:  [some number] miles of coastal trails placed in public ownership and opened to 
public use (this single number is for the entire five-year period)   OR 

[some number] miles of coastal trails placed in public ownership and opened to 
public use annually (number at the end of the five-year period will be five times the annual 
number) 

 



 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS – The state currently faces impacts from climate change 
through increased sea level rise, increased coastal erosion, and increased greenhouse gases, among 
other impacts.  The state is developing a “Climate Adaptation Strategy,” and all state agencies are 
involved.  
 
Goal:  An informed public anticipating and responding to climate change and its impacts 
 
For a more regulatory program-- 

Objective:   By 2016, 25% of new buildings in the coastal zone will incorporate “Green” 
project and building designs to reduce energy demands (if baseline or current number of 
buildings is known)   OR 
  By 2016, five new buildings in the coastal zone will incorporate “Green” project 
and building designs to reduce energy demands (if baseline or current number of buildings is 
not known) 
  
Performance Measure:  The number permit applications for development projects or buildings 
taking advantage of the coastal permit application fee discount for projects certified by LEED 
at a Gold level or an equivalent third party green building certification 
 
Target:  [some number] coastal permit applications issued at the discount fee (this 
single number is for the entire five-year period)   OR 

[some number] coastal permit applications issued at the discount fee annually 
(number at the end of the five-year period will be five times the annual number) 

 
For a more networked program-- 

Objective: By 2016, 25% of local governments in the coastal zone will have developed a 
strategy for addressing the impacts from climate change or will have been participants in a 
regionally developed strategy as a result of some type of coastal management program 
assistance  (if baseline or current number of local governments is known)   OR 
  By 2016, eight local governments in the coastal zone will have developed a 
strategy for addressing the impacts from climate change or will have been participants in a 
regionally developed strategy as a result of some type of coastal management program 
assistance  (if baseline or current number of local governments is not known) 
 
Performance Measure:  The number of local governments that have a new strategy or are 
participants in a new regional strategy in place to address impacts from climate change 
 
Target:  [some number] local governments with a new strategy or participating in a 
regional strategy in place as a result of coastal management program assistance (this single 
number is for the entire five-year period)   OR 

[some number] local governments with a new strategy or participating in a 
regional strategy in place annually as a result of coastal management program assistance  
(number at the end of the five-year period will be five times the annual number) 

 
 



COASTAL HABITAT PROTECTION AND RESTORATION – The state places a high priority on protecting 
and restoring coastal habitats because of their biological productivity, the role they play in mitigating 
some effects from coastal hazards like hurricanes or from rising sea level, and their value to tourism, 
for example. 
 
Goal:  Healthy habitats that sustain resilient and thriving coastal resources 
 
For a more regulatory program-- 

Objective: By 2016, 50% of local coastal programs will have new coastal wetlands 
protection standards to maintain biological productivity and other functions approved by the 
[state agency] (if baseline or current number of local coastal programs is not known)   OR 
  By 2016, five local coastal programs will have new coastal wetlands protection 
standards to maintain biological productivity and other functions approved by the [state 
agency] (if baseline or current number of local coastal programs is known) 
 
Performance Measure:  The number of local coastal programs (LCPs) or LCP amendments 
approved by the state coastal management program that include standards requiring wetland 
protection through preservation, buffering, or restoration 
 
Target:  [some number] LCPs or LCP amendments with wetland protection standards 
approved (this single number is for the entire five-year period)   OR 

[some number] LCPs or LCP amendments with wetland protection standards 
approved annually (number at the end of the five-year period will be five times the annual 
number) 

 
For a more networked program-- 

Objective: By 2016, 10% of local governments will have developed and/or adopted new 
local wetlands or other coastal habitat protection ordinances as a result of some technical or 
financial assistance from the coastal management program (if baseline or current number of 
local governments is known)   OR 
  By 2016, six local governments will have developed and/or adopted new local 
wetlands or other coastal habitat protection ordinances as a result of some technical or 
financial assistance from the coastal management program (if baseline or current number of 
local governments is not known)    
 
Performance Measure:  The number of local wetlands or other coastal habitat protection 
ordinances developed and/or adopted as a result of some documented coastal management 
program assistance 
 
Target:  [some number] local government wetlands or other coastal habitat protection 
ordinances developed and/or adopted (this single number is for the entire five-year period) 

   OR 
[some number] local government wetlands or other coastal habitat protection 

ordinances developed and/or adopted annually (number at the end of the five-year period will 
be five times the annual number) 
 

 


